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All these defects have been corrected in the account
given in the Amshavatara, Chapter 167 of the Adi Parva,
where every actor in the Mahabharata is shown to be
the partial incarnation of some god or demon. It is the
third version most probably adjusted by Sauti. Therein
the oppressed earth goes to Brahma who directs all
gods to go down to the earth and be born as mortals.
They then all go to Narayana, and Indra implores him
to be born on the earth by Amsha, and they make a
compact and the gods are born by Amsha or portion
only in the families of Kings and Brahmanas. In the
list given hereafter Balrama is said to be born of Shesha
and Draupadi is said to be born of Shachi, the wife of
Indra. The sixteen thousand wives of Krishna are
here said to be born of the Apsaras by the order of Indra.
In Chapter 5 of the Swargarohana Parva the actors are
said to have returned after death to the respective deities
from whom they sprang. These women are said .after
death to have been united with the Apsaras, a thing
which we can scarcely reconcile with the statement
about some of them referred to above.
The Vaishnava sect or creed, which is based on
Krishna worship, began with Krishna and gathered
strength as time rolled on. In .the days of Magesthenes
it was a fully established creed, and it is recorded by
that historian that the god Heracles was worshipped by
the Shoursene people who had two important cities,
viz., Methora and Chimbothro. It is difficult to identify
the last, but the Shoursene people were those who were
descended from Shurasena, the father of Krishna, and
they lived in or about Mathura, which is even now the